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SAN FRANCISCO, February 27, 2019 – Amy Seiwert’s Imagery, a contemporary ballet 
company co-presents with ODC the ninth annual SKETCH series, entitled SKETCH 9 : 
Perspective, July 17-20, ODC Theater.  Featuring original works by Artistic Director Amy 
Seiwert, Artistic Fellow Ben Needham-Wood, and Chicago based choreographer Stephanie 
Martinez (winner of the Joffrey Ballet’s "Winning Works: Choreographers of Color” 
commission).  
 
Artistic Director Amy Seiwert says of this year’s SKETCH series, “One of Imagery’s core values 
is true collaboration between dancers and choreographers. During an intensive 5-week 
rehearsal period, Ben, Stephanie and I will create new works with the eight dancers of Imagery.  
These original works explore new potentials on utilizing projection as a theatrical lighting 
source, stepping out of the traditional mindset of how to light a ballet.”  
 
SKETCH 9 : Perspective 
July 17-20, ODC Theater 
All performances at 8 pm 
Three new works choreographed by Artistic Director Amy Seiwert, Artistic Fellow Ben 
Needham-Wood and Chicago-based choreographer Stephanie Martinez.  
 



 World premiere by Ben Needham-Wood, Imagery’s first Artistic Fellow, title TBA. For 
this work, Needham-Wood is drawing inspiration from personal memories that have 
shifted with hindsight and reflection. His movement vocabulary fuses contemporary 
ballet with hip-hop inspired textures and phrasing. Using projection and a unique, live-
streaming camera design the narrative will unfold offering vantage points not 
traditionally observed in concert dance.  

 

 World premiere by Amy Seiwert, title TBA. Seiwert’s new piece will mix classical ballet 
techniques with her distinct modern vocabulary  —  swift, and at times quirky, gestures 
such as the flick of a hand, a sway of the hip, or an elbow “stuttering.” Seiwert seeks to 
challenge herself by projecting video on multiple objects, utilizing different depths and 
playing with perspective.  

 

 World premiere by Stephanie Martinez, title TBA.  In Martinez’s new work, she strives 
to bring new life to the age-old idea of love. Martinez will use abstract projections to 
express yearning, allowing the costume, set, and lighting design to come together to 
“gently cradle the work and to push it from movement to movement.” 

 
Lighting design: Brian Jones 
Costume Design: Christine Darch 
Each choreographer will work with their own videographer 
 
SKETCH 9 : Perspective is co-presented by ODC and supported in part by NEA Arts Work and 
Zaccho Studio’s Residency Program. Imagery is supported by The Kenneth Rainin Foundation, 
San Francisco Grants for the Arts, The Zellerbach Family Foundation, and the Fleishhacker 
Foundation.  
 
CALENDAR LISTING 
Amy Seiwert’s Imagery co-presents with ODC the ninth year of its SKETCH series, 
featuring new ballets by Amy Seiwert, Ben Needham-Wood and Chicago-based  
choreographer Stephanie Martinez. 
 
WHO:  Amy Seiwert’s Imagery, the San Francisco-based contemporary ballet company 
 
WHAT:  SKETCH 9 : Perspective featuring new ballets by choreographers Amy Seiwert, 

Ben Needham-Wood and Stephanie Martinez. 
 
WHEN: Wednesday, July 17 through Saturday, July 20.  All performances at 8 pm  
 
WHERE: ODC Theater, 3153 17th Street, San Francisco 94110 
 
TICKETS:  $25-$55 
 
  For tickets call the ODC box office at 415.863.9834 or visit     



 odc.dance/sketch9 
 
For more information about Amy Seiwert’s Imagery and the SKETCH series visit 
http://asimagery.org/ 
 
About Amy Seiwert and Amy Seiwert’s Imagery 
Amy Seiwert enjoyed a nineteen-year performing career dancing with the Smuin, LA Chamber 
and Sacramento Ballets. 

As a dancer with Smuin Ballet she became involved with the “Protégé Program” where her 
choreography was mentored by the late Michael Smuin, and became Choreographer in 
Residence there upon her retirement from dancing in 2008. Named one of “25 to Watch” by 
Dance Magazine, her first full evening of choreography was named one of the “Top 10” dance 
events of 2007 by the SF Chronicle. 

Twice she has worked with dancers from New York City Ballet, participating in the NY 
Choreography Institute. Collaborations include works with visual designers Marc Morozumi 
and Matthew Antaky, composers Daniel Bernard Roumain and Mason Bates, media designer 
Frieder Weiss and spoken-word artist Marc Bamuthi Joseph. 

She is honored to have been an Artist in Residence at ODC Theater from 2013-15 and to have 
works in the repertory of Ballet Austin, BalletMet, Smuin, Washington, Atlanta, Oakland, 
Sacramento, Colorado, Louisville, Cincinnati, Carolina, Oklahoma City, Dayton, Milwaukee and 
American Repertory Ballets as well as AXIS Dance and Robert Moses KIN. 

Amy Seiwert’s Imagery, a contemporary ballet company in San Francisco, believes that ballet 
is an expressive and vital voice relevant to our times. Imagery’s artists share the belief that 
through collaboration and experimentation we can break away from habitual reactions and 
express more vibrant and courageous ideas. Imagery’s mission is to expand the definition of 
ballet by exploding preconceptions of what ballet is and can be. 
 
In July 2018 Amy Seiwert stepped into the role as Artistic Director with Sacramento Ballet. She 
continues her role as Artistic Director for Imagery and will continue to choreograph for the 
SKETCH Series. 
 
About The SKETCH Series 
The SKETCH series began the summer of 2011 with SKETCH: New Works. Performed at Z Space, 
SKETCH brought together four choreographers and eight dancers in an incredibly intense but 
amazingly fertile environment. SKETCH has offered world premieres created by acclaimed 
choreographers Julia Adam, Marc Brew, Val Caniparoli, Adam Hougland, Matthew Neenan, Gina 
Patterson, Susan Roemer, KT Nelson, Nicole Haskins and Seiwert. 

The purpose of the SKETCH series is to provide a safe environment for risk-taking in 
contemporary ballet choreography. The performances take place in intimate theaters, and 
works-in-progress showings with moderated Q&As occurring throughout the process. The 
dancers chosen for this series are incredibly open and generous collaborators, highly invested 
in the creative process. It is Imagery’s hope that by fostering environments that allow 

http://asimagery.org/


choreographers to take chances, we can do our part to further innovation in our art form. 
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